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To the Reader: An Editorial

“Cultural Exchange” is a phrase used so often that it may sound trite. It still
has validity, however, and will continue to be meaningful as long as human culture
exists in different forms. As one culture comes into contact with another, it alter-
nately rejects and assimilates the other, because certain aspects of a new experience
are unfamiliar and alarming. This is why a foreign impact at once repels and actracts.

It is true that Japan has been influenced by many other countries which have
been interested in her and studied her, and that Japan in turn has not spared efforts
to get to know them. However, when one looks back on the thirty years since World
War II, one does not feel that this has always been true. As the saying goes, one
can swim from England to France but not from Japan to Korea, to such an extent
Japan is still somewhat distant, both mentally and physically, from the rest of the
world.

In recent years, while a welcome has been extended to Japan by other countries
in many spheres they have also criticised her foreign policy, her methods of financial
aid, and even her way of thinking. Similarly, although Japan has quickly assimilated
many features of “Westetn civilization,” it is said that she has still to understand
Western ways of thinking. It is very likely that each side has measured the other
by its own standards.

For Japan to fulfil her responsibility as 2 nation and contribute its share to
the welfare of man, our primary concern should be to provide for new viewpoints
in order to dissipate mutual misunderstanding. As some already know, the Japanese
often most appreciate those who can fathom out, and sympathise with, their unex-
pressed emotions and ideas. This tendency, both agreeable and puzzling, has been
a major cause of misapprehension. Foreign scholars and politicians attending interna-
tional conferences in Japan, and Japanese scholars and other specialists working for
foreign institutions, will bear witness to this.

At no time in the past have opportunities for unreserved exchange of views
been sought after more keenly than at present, and it is our highest hope that this
journal will serve as a ground for verbal, explicit communication.

It is not feasible to publish articles in all the languages now used in the world;
so English will be a reasonable common medium. However, since the journal will
be edited and published in Japan, and its main purpose is cultural exchange between
Japan and other countries, we cannot exclude the japanese language. Because the
means of communication is limited to the two languages, the topics will naturally
mostly be concerned with the two particular language-areas, but we also welcome
subjects related to other places in the world.

Many Europeans, Americans, and others have now a good command of Japa-
nese, and we shall be delighted to accept articles written in Japanese as well as in
English. Writing in a second language should bring with it the opportunity for the
weiter to go through cultural barriers, consequently providing both writer and



I

reader with points of contact and deepening appreciation of the different culture.
Whether the difficult task of using a second language will have this admirable result
remains to be seen, but it is our hope that our contributors will be among those
who seek improvement from outside themselves as well as from within their own
world. The editorial staff will offer assistance in Japanese as well as English. We
believe, not out of blind optimism, that to overcome the problems involved in
using a foreign language will be a means of promoting mutual friendship among
nations. The journal can thus serve as an exercise ground or a 44 for an exchange
of ideas among those who share a common interest in language and culture.

We plan to publish essays, translations of Ifterary works, and general articles,
including 2 column in which letters to the editor will be welcomed for exchange
of opinions and ideas.

Haruhide Mori

Editor
Spring 1978
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